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SUBJECT: AMERICAN CORRESPONDENT AND ALLEGED LIMITATION ON EMBASSY 
CONTACT WITH SOVIET DISSIDENTS 

1 . UPI CORRESPONDENT WALLACE, JUST BACK FROM TWO WEEKS IN 
WASHINGTON, ASKED EMBOFF MAY 1 1 ABOUT STORY HE HAD HEARED 
FROM UNNAMED SOURCES IN THE DEPARTMENT OF A "DIRECTIVE'' 

SIGNED BY THE AMBASSADOR WHICH IN EFFECT FORBADE EMBASSY 
OFFICER FROM HAVING CONTACT WITH SOVIET DISSIDENTS. 

WALLACE EXPLAINED THAT HE INTENDED TO FILE A STORY IN WHICH 

HE WOULD CONTRAST DECLARED WILLINGESS OF THE NEW ADMINISTRATION 
TO SPEAK OUT ON HUMAN RIGHTS WITH THE FACT THAT EMBASSY IS 
NOW LESS INVOLVED WITH DISSIDENTS THAN UNDER THE PREVIOUS 
ADMINISTRATION. HE ADDED THAT HE UNDERSTOOD THAT THE AMBASSADOR 
WAS PERSONALLY OPPOSED TO THE IDEA OF EMBOFFS SEEING 
DISSIDENTS. 

2. EMBOFF (PRESEL) SAID THAT THERE WAS NO SUCH DIRECTIVE 
SIGNED BY THE AMBASSADOR AND THAT HIS OWN CONTACTS WITH 
DISSIDENTS CONTINUED ALTHOUGH AT A LOWER LEVEL. HE CITED 
RECENT IZVESTIYA PIECE AS THE REASON. HE OBSERVED ALSO 
THAT THE NUMBER OF DISSIDENTS CURRENTLY IN CIRCULATION WAS 
VERY MUCH SMALLER THAN AT ANY TIME IN THE LAST TWO YEARS. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 MOSCOW 06522 111905Z 

3. WALLACE THEN CALLED P&C COUNSELOR AND ASKED WHETHER 
THE DIRECTIVE EXISTED. IN RESPONSE TO P&C COUNSELOR'S 
DENIAL, HE SAID THAT HE HAD IT FROM ' EXCELLENT AUTHORITIES” 

THAT ONE HAD RECENTLY BEEN ISSUED AND THAT IT STIPULATED 
THAT EMBOFFS MUST CLEAR ANY INVITATION FOR DISSIDENTS TO 
VISIT EMBASSY APARTMENTS. HE ASKED WHETHER THE DIRECTIVE 
MIGHT HAVE BEEN ISSUED BY SOMEONE OTHER THAN THE AMBASSADOR. 
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HE ALSO ASKED WHETHER THERE HAD BEEN ANY CHANGE IN EMBASSY 
PATTERN OF DISSIDENT CONTACT TO WHICH P&C COUNSELOR RE- 
SPONDED THAT THERE HAD BEEN NONE EXCEPT IN INDIVIDUAL CASES, 
CITING PRESEL. WALLACE THEN SUGGESTED THAT P&C COUNSELOR 
WAS PERHAPS NOT AWARE OF THE DIRECTIVE, BUT P&C COUNSELOR 
SAID HE WAS SURE HE WAS FULLY INFORMED. THE LATTER SENT 
ON TO BRIEF WALLACE ABOUT EMBASSY STANCE TAKEN WITH RESPECT 
TO FILM SHOWINGS AND ADDED THAT WE HAD RECENTLY PROTESTED 
TO THE SOVIET AUTHORITIES OVER CASES IN WHICH SOVIET 
CITIZENS WERE DENIED ACCESS TO CHANCERY AND APARTMENTS. 

4. AT END OF BOTH CONVERSATIONS, WALLACE REMAINED UN- 
CONVINCED AND SAID THAT HE INTENDED TO CONTINUE TO 
DIG IN ORDER TO DO A STORY "CONTRASTING ADMINISTRATION 
PROTESTIONS WITH FACTS OF EMBASSY CONTACTS." 

5. COMMENT: THERE HAS BEEN NO SUBSTANTIAL CHANGE IN EMBASSY 
GUIDELINES REGARDING CONTACT WITH DISSIDENTS. THESE 
CONTACTS HAVE, OF COURSE, BEEN MONITORED MORE CLOSELY 

IN RECENT MONTHS BECAUSE OF THEIR INCREASED POLITICAL 
SENSITIVITY, AS THEY SHOULD BE. EMBASSY IS SURPRISED 
THAT MISINFORMATION ON THIS POINT WOULD HAVE BEEN 
PURVEYED BY DEPARTMENT OFFICERS AND WOULD APPRECIATE 
ANY COMMENT DEPARTMENT MAY HAVE. 
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